Nothing More 
could get more 


San Antonio rock group Nothing More 
nominated for three Grammy Awards. A2 


» Alamo Rescue Friends has completed its 
mission of saving stray dogs. A3 
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terrorist 
guilty but not 
of murders 
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into waters 
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Civil claims filed in church rampage 


William Luther / San Antonio Express-News 


Joe Holcombe talks about the administrative 
claim he and his wife, Claryce, filed against the 
federal government. 


Victims’ kin 
are targeting 
the Air Force 


By Guillermo Contreras, 
John Tedesco 

and Sig Christenson 
STAFF WRITERS 


Relatives of victims in the 
Sutherland Springs church 
massacre began filing wrongful 
death civil claims Tuesday 
against the Air Force for failing 


to tell the FBI about the shoot- 
er’s criminal history — an error 
that allowed him to buy guns 
from licensed dealers. 

The Air Force confirmed 
Tuesday it never reported gun- 
man Devin Kelley's 2012 convic- 
tions for spousal and child 
abuse to civilian law enforce- 
ment authorities. 

The Air Force had launched 
a review immediately after 
Kelley was identified as the 
gunman in the Nov. 5 shooting 
that killed 26 people and left 20 
more injured. 

Claims continues on A12 


Former priest heads for court 


Former Catholic priest John Feit, 84, arrives for jury selection in his murder trial before Judge 
Luis Singleterry in Hidalgo County 92nd District Court. Feit is accused of killing 25-year-old 
schoolteacher Irene Garza in April 1960. Jury selection started Tuesday, and the trial is expected 


to begin Thursday. 


Jerry Lara / San Antonio Express-News 


Bexar’s teen births drop yet again 


It’s eighth year 
that the figure 
has declined 


By Melissa Fletcher Stoeltje 
STAF WRITER 


For the eighth consecutive 
year, the teen birth rate in Bex- 
ar County dropped in 2016, 
according to provisional data 
released Tuesday by the San 
Antonio Metropolitan Health 
District. 

The lower rate, 30.2 births 
per 1,000 females ages 15 to 19, 
represents a more than 50 per- 
cent decline since 2006. 

For the first time, the Bexar 
County rate is below the state- 
wide average of 34 teen births 
per 1,000 females set in 2015, 
the most recent number 

Births continues on A12 


SA 


Kamellie Collins, 18, a student at Healy-Murphy Center, picks up 7-month-old 
daughter Le’ara Warren at the Healy-Murphy Day Care Center after classes. 
Local teen births are down more than 50 percent since 2006. 


Bob Owen / San Antonio Express-News 


entro 
S.A. boss 
suddenly 
resigns 


Move comes after 
worker tied to theft 


By Josh Baugh 


STAFF WRITER 


A former employee of Centro San Antonio, 
the nonprofit focused on building a “more pros- 
perous downtown,” has been tied to the embez- 
zlement of $175,000, officials said. 

They said the theft from the organization was 
covered up by complex deceptions that were 
discovered earlier this month. 

In response to the discovery, Pat DiGiovanni, 
Centro’s president and CEO, quit Tuesday. 

Centro’s board of directors met in the after- 
noon to officially accept the letter of resignation 
from DiGiovanni, who was instrumental in the 
creation of the organization when he served as 
City Manager Sheryl Sculley’s deputy. He left 
the city and started his role as Centro’s CEO on 
Jan. 1, 2013. 

In an exclusive interview with the San Anto- 
nio Express-News, DiGiovanni said he stepped 
down so Centro could “restore order and regain 
people’s trust.” Also present were Centro board 

Centro continues on A13 


Tax reform 
could be up 
to McCain 


Arizona Republican says 
he has concerns about bill 


By Alan Rappeport 
NEW YORK TIMES 


Once again, it all could come down to Sen. 
John McCain. 

After sinking his party’s hopes of repealing 
the Affordable Care Act earlier this year with a 
dramatic thumbs-down, the fate of his party’s 
tax overhaul now might sit in the hands of the 
Republican from Arizona. 


On Tuesday, the Senate Bud- In D.C.: The 
get Committee passed the GOP GOP is tilting 
tax plan by a 12-11 vote along tax reform 


more toward 


arty lines. 
end the wealthy. BI 


The full Senate is expected to 
take up the bill Friday. The 
House already has passed its tax reform bill. 

In recent days, McCain has been fairly tight- 
lipped about his views on the tax overhaul 
speeding through the Senate, saying he sees 
some problems with the existing bill but is wait- 
ing for a final plan before making a decision. 

President Donald Trump also wants a final 
plan. He has said he wants to be able to sign it 
into law by Christmas, calling it a present to 
taxpayers. 

McCain continues on A12 
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North Park Lexus of San Antonio and North Park Lexus at Dominion were selected as candidates 
for the Lexus Brand Champion Award.Out of 238 National Dealerships... 


Post Office murals captivate 
@ visitors. Page A10 
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A 
A Rajas con queso on a flour tortilla from Herradero 
Mexican Restaurant. ExpressNews.com/Tacos 


only 12 were chosen. 
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